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COURSE OUTLINE
Program: Humanities
Course Number: ART 260
Course Title: Basic Photography

Number of Credits:  Three (3)

Prerequisites and/or Special Consideration: None

A. Course Description

An introduction to the use of the still camera, light meter, film development, darkroom
techniques and photo enlargement; a study of photo composition and use of the camera as
an artistic tool.

B. Goals

Students will develop an understanding of artistic expression and be expected to master
the technical aspects of basic black and white photography, camera use, and darkroom
procedures, along with an understanding of the function of picture content.

C. Objectives

1. The student will be able to identify and describe the history of and development of
photography equipment and changes in pictorial content and its usage.

2. The student will be able to evaluate and critique his/her own and other elements of
photo work.

3. The student will be able to describe and utilize photo composition/subject
matter/applications and functions of various pictorial content.

4. The student will be able to describe and identify different types of cameras and
functions of each.

5. The student will be able to describe, identify and utilize types/characteristics/
functions of films, papers, chemicals, equipment and support materials.

D. Outline of Course Content

The course will be divided into two aspects. One is technical and the other will stress the
functions of the photograph, photography, and its applications.

L. Introduction & History of Photography as an art form

A. Photography as art



B. Creators of photography
II. Camera

Anatomy of a camera
Major types

Camera controls
Handling techniques
Buying a camera

moawp»

I11. Taking Pictures
A. Pictorial Evaluation

1. Subject matter selection
2. Composition
a. examples
b. rule of thirds
c. problematic situations
d. background, middle ground and foreground

IV.  Lenses (A very brief and basic discussion, as this area will be covered in
more depth in advanced classes)

A. Purposes of
B. Types and differences of various lenses
C. Depth of field

V. Exposure

A. Light and film
B. Light and paper

VI. Film

A. Characteristics of film
B. The developing process
1. How to process film step-by-step
2. Use of chemicals and their effect on negative
3. Time and temperature, and their effects on the film
developing process
C. Exposure and development
D. Problems, defects and their solutions

VII.  Print Process
A. Exposure controls

B. Enlarging process
C. Characteristics of paper



D. Developing procedure

1. Step-by-step process through chemicals
2. Exposure controls for paper
3. Dodging and burning
VIII. Print Finishing
A. Drying your prints
B. Mounting
C. Spotting and toning

IX.  Evaluation of Prints or Critiques

Suggested Texts

Upton, John and Barbara London. Photography. Prentice Hall, 2002.

Suggested Materials, Methods and Media to be Used

35mm manual camera

Photo Enlargers

Black & White Processing Materials, Film and Paper
Supply list to be given to students
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Afterimage

American Photographer

Aperture

British Journal of Photography (U.K.)

Camera. C.J. Bucher Ltd., Lucerne, Switzerland.

Camera Arts
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Image
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