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Catalog Description of Course:

An analysis of the literature of selected minority groups. The course will focus on
the literature of African-Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics, and Jews. It will
cover the cultural and historical heritage expressed through the literature as the
vision of the minority experience in America and the more universal nature of the
human condition.

Goals:

* To introduce students to the literature of and about American minority groups: Afro
and Native Americans, Jews and Hispanics.

* To increase student awareness of the important contributions these diverse ethnic
groups have made to the field of American literature.

Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to
* Trace the cultural/historical heritage of minorities mainstream American literature.

* View the literature of and about minorities in a holistic manner as a dynamic part of
the American literary experience.



* Critique the literature of minorities in light of their cultural heritage.
-

Outline of Course Content:

I. Historical Background of Ethnic America

II. America's Cultural Melting Pot: What it means to be a minority in American arts
and letters.

III. Study of works of representative minorities:
a. Afro-Americans
b. Native Americans
c. Hispanics
d. Jewish
IV. Ethnic Authors and American literary criticism

V. Future Projections: Minority or Mainstream?

Suggested Texts:

Ossie: Autobiography of a Black Man - Caryl Ledner
Black Slave Narratives

Go Tell it on the Mountain - James Baldwin

Ishi, Last of His Tribe - Theodora Knocker

Ramona - Helen Hunt Jackson

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya Angelou
Chicano - Richard Vasquez

The Pawnbroker - Edward Lewis Wallant

The Seance - Isaac Bashevis Singer

This is only an example of a possible text list. Other possibilities chosen by the
instructor should reflect the diverse ethnic works of these minorities.

Suggested Modes, Media, and Techniques of Instruction:

lecture, lecture/discussion, dramatization, cooperative learning, guest lectures,
workshops, debate, films, videos, reflective as well as inductive and deductive
techniques
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