MEDAILLE COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Number: ENG 405

Course Title: Themes & Topics in American Literature: 20" Century Poetic Movements
Semester: Spring 2007

Number of Credits: 3

Prerequisites: ENG 200-level course

Instructor: Ethan Paquin, M.F.A.

Availability: TR 10-11 a.m. and 4-5 p.m., or by appointment

epaquin@medaille.edu

A. Catalog Description of Course:

A course in which the focus is the evolution of American poetries in the 20™ century. Discussion of
various poetic movements — including their key practitioners and core theories — will provide students
a chronological/historical overview of literary development in the U.S., as well as an understanding of
how today’s writers have formed currently-held poetic, aesthetic, and sociopolitical values.

B. Goals:

1. To enhance students' consciousness, understanding, and appreciation of important authors and ideas
from 20" century American literature in general, and 20" century American poetry in particular.

2. To help students see literary works as not just venues for self-expression, but as also responses to
social, cultural, and political stimuli.

3. To help students make connections between literature and their own lives.

C. Objectives:
Students will be able to

1. Recognize and understand the social, cultural and political contexts in which particular poems were
created and within which particular poets functioned.

2. Recognize and understand the various techniques, devices and features of different poetries written
in the U.S. in the 20" century.

3. Recognize a variety of poetic styles and the writers associated with them.

4. Demonstrate a functional vocabulary of key poetic and theoretical/critical terms, and how to
properly apply them when interpreting poetry and understanding the motivations behind a poet’s
particular practice.

D. Outline of Course Content:

1. Reading and discussion of selections from 20" century American poets, and discussion of their poetic
accomplishment and techniques, from the following generalized headings:
A. 1900-1950s
a. Modernism
b. Harlem Renaissance
c. Beat poetry/the Postmodern
d. New York School/the Postmodern
B. 1950s-1970s
a. Confessional poetry
b. Black Mountain School
c. Identity poetics



d. L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poetry
C. 1980s-2000

a. Post-Language poetry

b. New Formalism

c. Resurgence of prose poetry/hybrid texts

d. “Disjunctive”/*Post-Postmodern”/“Elliptical” poetry
2. Evaluation of students’ progress in learning and applying course material through writing that uses
poetic and theoretical/critical terminology.
3. Evaluation of students’ progress in learning and applying course material through quizzes.

E. Required Texts:

1) Gioia, Dana, David Mason, Meg Schoerke, eds. Twentieth-Century American Poetics: Poets on the Art
of Poetry. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2003.

2) McGowan, Christopher, ed. Blackwell Guides to Literature: Twentieth-Century American Poetry.
Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.

3) Roberts, Neil, ed. 4 Companion to 20th-Century Poetry. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing, 2003.

F. Suggested Modes, Media, and Techniques of Instruction:

Lecture/recitation, discussion, questions/answers, research
Library resources, audio & video tapes
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