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Catalog Description of Course:

A consideration of selected themes or topics from American literature. A student may
take this course more than once for credit under different themes/topics.

Goals:

1. To enhance students' consciousness, understanding, and appreciation of important
authors and ideas from American literature.

2. To help students make connections between literature and their own lives.
Objectives:

Students will be able to

1. recognize major literary expressions of the topic(s) offered

2. read carefully and respond orally and in writing to literary texts

Outline of Course Content:

The course includes important historical, philosophical, and social forces in American
literature which are of particular value to the theme or topic chosen. Readings will be
chosen to reflect the development of an idea throughout several literary periods or in



depth with respect to one writer or a small group of writers.
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Suggested Texts:

The Norton Anthology, The American Tradition in Literature, latest edition.

Suggested Modes, Media, and Techniques of Instruction:

Lecture/recitation, discussion, questions/answers, research
Library resources, video tapes
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